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My dear friends and family of Sister Raymond, 

On behalf of myself, my dear, dear fellow Sis-

ters of Mercy gathered here and all of us Sis-

ters of Mercy, I thank you, not only for joining 

us today, but more important to us, for being 

responsive to our Sister Raymond’s efforts to 

serve you as a Representative and Minister of 

God’s love.   

I have a hunch that you are here because you 

allowed God, through Sister Raymond, to 

touch you deeply - to change you forever. If 

you would have tried to tell her that, it was be-

cause of her, or watching her, that you were 

able to develop that new capacity, as I told her 

from time to time about traits and ways of 

thinking that I learned from her, she would, as 

she did with me, deny it and tell you that it 

didn’t come from her:  it was always in you.  

And she was right.  But God’s way of helping us 

grow is by having people like S. Raymond to 

draw our potential into full-blown character 

traits.  In a 1984 self-evaluation, she wrote that 

her greatest satisfaction came from “helping 

each person discover his/her own worth and 

potential and thereby to encourage that per-

son to develop his own Christian principles and 

ideals.” How well she knew herself!  How fo-

cused she was at doing that! 

I first met Sister Raymond in 1975 when she 

moved into the convent where I was stationed 

at Holy Spirit High School in Absecon, 6 miles 

outside of Atlantic City.  And what intrigued 

me about her was that people who had been 

emotionally traumatized or hurt in some way, 

perhaps, by a run-in with another person, 

would seek out Sister Raymond for consolation 

and healing.  I, by contrast, was not such a per-

son.  Oh, I had some book knowledge about 

being the “healing presence of Christ” to oth-

ers, but I had not learned how to become a 

“healing presence.”  So I set myself on a mis-

sion to find out what drew these wounded per-

sons to her, hoping that the discovery would 

enable me to become more like her. 

And I was not the first person to discover this 

trait in her.  In 1953, a high school sophomore 

wrote this about Sister Raymond, “In my life 

there is one person whom I admire and wish 

very much to be like and that is my sixth-grade 

teacher, Sister Mary Raymond. The character-

istics of kindness and justice stood out in her. 

She always gave everyone a chance to show 

his or her ability no matter how small it was; 

and to the few who were not so active as the 

rest of the class, she always made them feel as 

though they wanted to try to become inter-

ested in what the class was doing and eventu-

ally joined in as though they were never out.”   

Sister Raymond was 27 years old when that 

perceptive young writer was in her sixth grade 

class.  So, Sister’s care for people, especially, 

those who felt that they were on the fringe or 

out in left field was there for most of her 94 

years of life.  

My point in telling you this is that life is like a 

relay race:  we are all participating in the race.  

And we all have people like Sister Raymond in 

our lives who are running the lap before ours 

and getting ready to pass the baton to us.  We 

all have people in our lives who are a “healing 

presence” to us.  Let us be grateful to Sister 

Raymond and to all of them, too.  But let us 

also learn from them to become that “healing 

presence.”   –   to “help the people around us 

discover their own worth and potential, 

thereby enabling them to develop their own 

Christian principles and ideals” (That’s what 

we mean by evangelization.)  By doing this, we 

are growing individually and communally into 

the people and the world that God has made 

us to be.  Sister Raymond has completed her 

lap of the relay race of life. Let us take the ba-

ton from her and continue the race “helping 

each person who passes our way to discover 

his/her own worth and potential and thereby 

encouraging them to develop their own Christ-

inspired principles and ideals.” 

Sister Loretta Fernandez RSM 


